
Cults & Counterfeits — Mormonism 
 
“The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is distinctive among all the religious cults and sects active in the United 
States in that it has by far the most fascinating history, and one worthy of consideration by all students of religions 
originating on the American continent. The Latter-day Saints, as they are commonly called, are divided into two major 
groups, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (the Mormons), with headquarters in Salt Lake City, Utah, and The 
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints with headquarters in Independence, Missouri. Today, over 167 
years after the movement’s founding, the Mormons own considerable stock in the agricultural and industrial wealth of 
America and circle the earth in missionary activities, energetically rivaling evangelical Christianity. The former group, 
which is the main.”  
━━ Walter Martin, The Kingdom of Cults, Revised. (Bethany House Publishers, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 55438, A 
Division of Bethany Fellowship, Inc, 1997), 175.  
 
“The seeds of what was later to become the Mormon religion were incubated in the mind of one Joseph Smith Jr., “The 
Prophet,” better known to residents of Palmyra, New York, as just plain “Joe Smith.” Born in Sharon, Vermont, December 
23, 1805, fourth child of Lucy and Joseph Smith, the future Mormon prophet entered the world with the proverbial “two 
strikes” against him in the person of his father and his environment. Joseph Smith Sr. was a mystic, a man who spent much 
of his time digging for imaginary buried treasure. This fact is, of course, well known to any informed student of 
Mormonism. Former Mormon historian Dr. D. Michael Quinn has thoroughly documented the fact that both Joseph Smith 
Sr. and Joseph Smith Jr. were avid treasure-seekers.”  
━━ Walter Martin, The Kingdom of Cults, Revised. (Bethany House Publishers, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 55438, A 
Division of Bethany Fellowship, Inc, 1997), 178.  
 
“In the past, Mormon historians have avoided every indication that Joseph Smith owned a peep stone or seer stone. Dr. 
Quinn’s aforementioned book includes photographs of actual seer stones owned by Joseph Smith. It should be noted that 
D. Michael Quinn was excommunicated from the LDS Church, in 1993, after refusing to keep silent about his unflattering 
research.”  
━━ Walter Martin, The Kingdom of Cults, Revised. (Bethany House Publishers, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 55438, A 
Division of Bethany Fellowship, Inc, 1997), 178.  
 
“Aside from the King James Version of the Bible, which the Mormons accept as part of the Word of God “insofar as it is 
translated correctly” (Eighth Article of Faith), they have added the Doctrine and Covenants, the Pearl of Great Price, and 
the initial volume, the Book of Mormon, to the canon of what they would call authorized Scripture—the “Four Standard 
Works.” The last mentioned is a subject of this chapter since it occupies a pivotal place in Mormon theology and history 
and therefore must be carefully examined. A great deal of research on the part of a number of able scholars and 
organizations has already been published concerning the Book of Mormon, and we have drawn heavily upon whatever 
documented and verifiable information was available. The task of validating the material was enormous, and so we have 
selected that information which has been verified beyond refutation and is available today in some of our leading 
institutions of learning (Stanford University, Union Theological Seminary, the Research Departments of the Library of 
Congress, the New York Public Library, and others).”  
━━ Walter Martin, The Kingdom of Cults, Revised. (Bethany House Publishers, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 55438, A 
Division of Bethany Fellowship, Inc, 1997), 186.  
 
“Lest there be any confusion, there are four classes of record plates, which were allegedly revealed to Smith: (1) the plates 
of Nephi; (2) the plates of Mormon; (3) the plates of Ether; and (4) a set of plates mentioned throughout the Book of 
Mormon known as the “plates of brass” or brass plates of Laban. The plates of Nephi recorded mostly the secular history, 
although the smaller plates of Nephi allegedly recorded sacred events. The second group is an abridgment from the plates 
of Nephi, which was made by Mormon and which included his commentaries and additional historical notes by his son, 
Moroni. The third set of plates recorded the history of the Jaredites, also abridged by Moroni, who added his own 
comments. It is now known as the Book of Ether. The fourth set of plates are alleged to have come from Jerusalem and 
appear in the form of extracts in Nephite records. They are given over to quotations from the Hebrew Scriptures and 
genealogies. Joseph Smith is alleged to have received the plates from the hand of Moroni, “a resurrected personage,” in the 
year 1827. The conflicting methods Smith used for translating the Book of Mormon leaves little doubt that the story 
changed often through its progressive history. Mormon missionaries will only discuss the official version of the church: 
that Joseph Smith received the golden plates with the Urim and Thummim and viewed the plates through the clear stones 
to translate the reformed Egyptian hieroglyphics into Elizabethan English. The other version, offered by those who saw 
Smith conducting his work, purports that he often didn’t even look at the golden plates. Instead, he placed a seer stone 
into a hat and covered his face with the hat to see wonderful visions in the stone concerning the hieroglyphics and English 
translation (cf. David Whitmer, An Address to All Believers in Christ [Richmond, Mo.: 1887], 12; Deseret News Church 



Section, [Salt Lake City: September 20, 1969], 32; Emma Smith, The Saint’s Herald [Independence, Mo.: May 19, 1888], 
310).” ━━ Walter Martin, The Kingdom of Cults, Revised. (Bethany House Publishers, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 55438, A 
Division of Bethany Fellowship, Inc, 1997), 188.  
 
Cults/Counterfeits — Mormonism (Contradictions)  
 
“There is a great wealth of information concerning the material contained in the Book of Mormonand the various 
plagiarisms, anachronisms, false prophecies, and other unfortunate practices connected with it. At best we can give but a 
condensation of that which has been most thoroughly documented. Since the publication of the Book of Mormon in 1830, 
the first edition has undergone extensive “correction” in order to present it in its current form. Some of these 
“corrections” should be noted. The former major revision of the Book of Mormon was in 1920. That standard edition is 
still found in many public libraries and in millions of homes. In the latest revision, 1981, a subtitle was added to the cover: 
“Another Testament of Jesus Christ,” and no less than 100 verses were changed without consulting the missing golden 
plates. A note closing the introduction to the 1981 edition says, “Some minor errors in the text have been perpetuated in 
past editions of the Book of Mormon. This edition contains corrections that seem appropriate to bring the material into 
conformity with prepublication manuscripts and early editions edited by the prophet Joseph Smith.” Without blushing, 
the Mormon Church boldly asserts the unfounded claim that the prepublication manuscripts agree with their most recent 
changes. Our access to the handwritten copies of the original Book of Mormon deny such a claim and proves once again 
that the Mormon Church will sacrifice truth for the sake of public relations. 1. In Mosiah 21:28, it is declared that “King 
Mosiah had a gift from God”; but in the original edition of the book, the name of the king was Benjamin—an oversight that 
thoughtful Mormon scribes corrected. This is not, of course, a typographical error, as there is little resemblance between 
the names Benjamin and Mosiah; rather, it appears that either God made a mistake when He inspired the record or Joseph 
made a mistake when he translated it. But the Mormons will admit to neither, so they are stuck, so to speak, with the 
contradiction. 2. When compared with the 1830 edition, 1 Nephi 19:16–20 reveals more than twenty changes in the 
“inspired Book of Mormon,” words having been dropped, spelling corrected, and words and phraseology added and 
turned about. This is a strange way to treat an inspired revelation from God. 3. In Alma 28:14–29:11, more than eighteen 
changes may be counted from the original edition. On page 303, the phrase, “Yea, decree unto them that decrees which are 
unalterable,” was dropped in later editions, but strangely reappeared in 1981. (See Alma 29:4.) 4. On page 25 of the 1830 
edition, the Book of Mormon declares: “And the angel said unto me, behold the Lamb of God, yea, even the Eternal Father.” 
Yet in 1 Nephi 11:21, the later editions of the book read: “And the angel said unto me: Behold the Lamb of God, yea even 
the son of the eternal Father.” 5. The Roman Catholic Church should be delighted with page 25 of the original edition of 
the Book of Mormon, which confirms one of their dogmas, namely, that Mary is the mother of God. “Behold, the virgin 
which thou seest, is the mother of God.” Noting this unfortunate lapse into Romanistic theology, Joseph Smith and his 
considerate editors changed 1 Nephi 11:18 (as well as 1 Nephi 11:21, 32; 13:40), so that it now reads: “Behold, the virgin 
whom thou seest, is the mother of the Son of God.” From the above, which are only a handful of examples from the 
approximately 4,000 word changes to be found in the Book of Mormon, the reader can readily see that it in no sense can 
be accepted as the Word of God. The Scripture says, “The word of the Lord endureth for ever” (1 Peter 1:25); and our 
Savior declared, “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth” (John 17:17). The record of the Scriptures rings true. 
The Book of Mormon, on the other hand, is patently false in far too many instances to be considered coincidence.”  
━━ Walter Martin, The Kingdom of Cults, Revised. (Bethany House Publishers, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 55438, A 
Division of Bethany Fellowship, Inc, 1997), 188.  
 
“Added to the evidence of various revisions, the Book of Mormon also contains plagiarisms from the King James Bible, 
anachronisms, false prophecies, and errors of fact that cannot be dismissed. Some of these bear repetition, though they 
are well known to students of Mormonism. The testimony of the three witnesses, which appear at the front of the Book of 
Mormon (Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer, and Martin Harris) declares that “An angel of God came down from heaven, 
and he brought and laid before our eyes, that we beheld and saw the plates, and the engraving thereon. ” It is quite 
noteworthy that Martin Harris denied that he had actually seen the plates with his “naked eyes.” In fact, when pressed, he 
stated, “No, I saw them with a spiritual eye” (Recollections of John H. Gilbert, 1892, Typescript, BYU, 5–6). The Mormons 
are loath to admit that all three of these witnesses later apostatized from the Mormon faith and were described in most 
unflattering terms (“counterfeiters, thieves, [and] liars”) by their Mormon contemporaries (cf. Senate Document 189, 
February 15, 1841, 6–9). A careful check of early Mormon literature also reveals that Joseph Smith wrote prophecies and 
articles against the character of the witnesses of the Book of Mormon, which in itself renders their testimony suspect (cf. 
Doctrine and Covenants, 3:12; 10:7; History of the Church; 3:228, 3:232). Mormons try to cover this historical 
predicament by saying that two of the three witnesses, Oliver Cowdery and Martin Harris, were rebaptized into 
Mormonism. What they fail to reveal is more significant: The Times and Seasons (2:482) published that Oliver Cowdery 
denied his Book of Mormon testimony. He spent several years as a baptized Methodist before his rebaptism into 
Mormonism. Martin Harris, likewise, has suspicious circumstances surrounding his rebaptism. He denied the teachings of 
Brigham Young after rebaptism and was banned from preaching by Young because of their differences. David Whitmer 
changed the details of his testimony concerning the angel with the golden plates to say that it was a vision and not an 
actual visitation by an angelic person (An Address to All Believers in Christ, p. 32). Certainly, testimony from such 



unstable personalities is dubious at best.”  
━━ Walter Martin, The Kingdom of Cults, Revised. (Bethany House Publishers, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 55438, A 
Division of Bethany Fellowship, Inc, 1997), 199.  
 
Cults/Counterfeits — Mormonism (The Nature of God)  
 
“The Truth About the God of the Mormons In sharp contrast to the revelations of Scripture are the “revelations” of Joseph 
Smith, Brigham Young, and the succeeding Mormon “prophets.” So that the reader will have no difficulty understanding 
what the true Mormon position is concerning the nature of God, the following quotations derived from popular Mormon 
sources will convey what the Mormons mean when they speak of “God.” 1. “In the beginning, the head of the Gods called a 
council of the Gods; and they came together and concocted a plan to create the world and people it” (Teachings of the 
Prophet Joseph Smith, 349). 2. “God himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted man” (Teachings of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, 345). 3 The Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man’s: the Son also; but the Holy Ghost has 
not a body of flesh and bones, but is a personage of Spirit” (Doctrine and Covenants, 130:22). 4. “Gods exist, and we had 
better strive to be prepared to be one with them” (Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, 7:238). 5. “As man is, God once 
was: as God is, man may become” (Prophet Lorenzo Snow, quoted in Milton R. Hunter, The Gospel Through the Ages, 105–
106). 6. “Each of these Gods, including Jesus Christ and His Father, being in possession of not merely an organized spirit, 
but a glorious immortal body of flesh and bones ” (Parley P. Pratt, Key to the Science of Theology, ed. 1978, 23). 7. “And 
then the Lord said: Let us go down. And they went down at the beginning, and they, that is the Gods, organized and 
formed the heavens and the earth” (Abraham 4:1). 8. “Remember that God, our heavenly Father, was perhaps once a child, 
and mortal like we ourselves, and rose step by step in the scale of progress, in the school of advancement; has moved 
forward and overcome, until He has arrived at the point where He now is” (Apostle Orson Hyde, Journal of Discourses, 
1:123). 9. “Mormon prophets have continuously taught the sublime truth that God the Eternal Father was once a mortal 
man who passed through a school of earth life similar to that through which we are now passing. He became God—an 
exalted being—through obedience to the same eternal Gospel truths that we are given opportunity today to obey” 
(Hunter, op. cit., 104). 10. “Christ was the God, the Father of all things. … Behold, I am Jesus Christ. I am the Father and the 
Son” (Mosiah 7:27 and Ether 3:14, Book of Mormon). 11. “When our father Adam came into the garden of Eden, he came 
into it with a celestial body, and brought Eve, one of his wives, with him. He helped to make and organized this world. He 
is MICHAEL, the Archangel, the ANCIENT OF DAYS! about whom holy men have written and spoken—HE is our FATHER 
and our GOD, and the only God with whom we have to do”6-22 (Brigham Young, in the Journal of Discourses, 1:50). 12. 
Historically this doctrine of Adam-God was hard for even faithful Mormons to believe. As a result, on June 8, 1873, 
Brigham Young stated: “How much unbelief exists in the minds of the Latter-day Saints in regard to one particular 
doctrine which I revealed to them, and which God revealed to me—namely that Adam is our father and God.”  
━━ Walter Martin, The Kingdom of Cults, Revised. (Bethany House Publishers, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 55438, A 
Division of Bethany Fellowship, Inc, 1997), 216.  
 
“G. B. Arbaugh, in his classic volume Revelation in Mormonism (1932), has documented in exhaustive detail the progress 
of Mormon theology from Unitarianism to polytheism. His research has been invaluable and available to interested 
scholars for over sixty years, with the full knowledge of the Mormon Church. In fact, the Mormons are significantly on the 
defensive where the peculiar origins of the “sacred writings” are involved or when verifiable evidence exists that reveals 
their polytheistic perversions of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is extremely difficult to write kindly of Mormon theology 
when they are so obviously deceptive in their presentation of data, so adamant in their condemnation of all religions in 
favor of the “restored gospel” allegedly vouchsafed to the prophet Joseph Smith. We must not, however, confuse the 
theology with the person as is too often the case, for while hostility toward the former is scriptural, it is never so with the 
latter.”  
━━ Walter Martin, The Kingdom of Cults, Revised. (Bethany House Publishers, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 55438, A 

Division of Bethany Fellowship, Inc, 1997), 219. 


